THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAT MACDONALD
because  at that time he  did  not show  any indication of
the extreme reactionary policy that he afterwards adopted,
and many of the Labour Party were in sympathy with his
demand for more energetic and drastic action.   The rise of
Sir Oswald Mosley was as remarkable as his fall was tragic.
His political life is interesting if only in its chameleon
tergiversations.   An aristocrat, he began as a Conservative.
Moving to the Left he became an Independent Conservative.
Then he joined the Labour Party and professed Socialism,
He moved farther Left and became near-Communist.   Extremes
meet.   West meets East even if it has to go round the world
to do it.   Mosley became a Fascist.    It is easy to follow the
trail that led Mosley from Conservatism through Democracy
to Dictatorship.   After his riotous living in the far country of
political extremism, the prodigal returns home.   Back in the
ancestral fold he sees that Conservatism is not enough to meet
the challenge of a Socialist movement daily growing stronger.
Mosley saw that in the modern world  Conservatism and
Capitalism  are  incompatible  with   and   are,   indeed,  both
threatened by democracy,  since democracy endowed with
political power can use that power to abolish both Conser-
vatism and capitalism.  Mussolini and Hitler have shown how
this danger should be met.    Democracy must be abolished.
Mussolini, who set up the first Fascist State in Italy, began his
career as an extreme Socialist.   Thus the wheel has turned
full circle. But Fascism is an alien growth in this country and
cannot be acclimatized.   The typical Fascist is a freak.  He
alternates from Bombastes to Bobadil, swashbuckler to gangster,
berserker to bravo.
It is all but impossible to believe that the quiet, soft-spoken,
courteous, friendly, seemingly shy young man, without a hint
of hauteur, who sat so unobtrusively on the back bench
behind the Labour Party in the House of Commons, had
metamorphosed into the haughty attitudinarian who, the
cynosure of a thousand eyes, stands a majestic figure, in the
blazing spotlight of the Albert Hall, to receive the clamant
homage of a multitude of worshippers.
In the veneration of his supporters Mosley resembles. Lassalle,
the German Socialist, the. founder of what became the Social
Democratic Party. ' The hot-blooded Rhinelanders received
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